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 STORAGE VESSEL INSPECTION AND CLEANOUT PROCEDURE 
 (ORGANO SULFIDES AND MERCAPTANS) 
 BASIS:  1000 GALLONS CAPACITY 
 
 
1. Empty vessel of liquid, completely. 
 
2. Evaporate as much residual liquid as possible by passing nitrogen through vessel (bottom-to-top, or end-

to end flow as dictated by the nozzle arrangement) out to flare while keeping vessel warm with steam 
applied to the shell.  Do this for at least four hours. 

 
3.   Fill tank until it is approximately half-way full of water. 
 
4. Bleaching:  Add 200 gallons of 15 wt.% sodium hypochlorite solution.  (Goggles, face  shield and rubber 

gloves should be worn during this addition). Fill to overflow with water. 
 
5. Leave the tank vent open to allow gases generated to escape.  For best results circulate material with 

pump for at least four hours.  Use pump suitable to handle corrosive material. 
 
6. Drain tank and flush with water.  Pyrophoric iron sulfides normally occur in steel tanks and piping used 

for the subject products.  The iron sulfides are inactive when wetted.  Therefore, the inside surface of 
the tank should be kept wet during inspection. 

 
We suggest that you consult with your safety and environmental personnel prior to the proposed treatment, to 
arrive at a determination of the safety measures to employ, and the capability of your effluent treatment system to 
handle the treated waste. 
 
For tank entry procedure, consult 29CFR, Section 1910.146. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The statements, technical information and recommendations contained herein are believed to be accurate as of the date hereof.  Since the conditions and methods 
of use of the product and of the information referred to herein are beyond our control, ATOFINA Chemicals expressly disclaims any and all liability as to any 
results obtained or arising from any use of the product or reliance on such information; NO WARRANTY OF FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE, WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR ANY OTHER WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, IS MADE CONCERNING THE 
GOODS DESCRIBED OR THE INFORMATION PROVIDED HEREIN.  The information provided herein relates only to the specific product designated and 
may not be applicable when such product is used in combination with other materials or in any process.  The user should thoroughly test any application before 
commercialization.   Nothing contained herein should be taken as an inducement to infringe any patent and the user is advised to take appropriate steps to be 
assured that any proposed use of the product will not result in patent infringement. 
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